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“And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this 
rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not 

prevail against it.” 

―Matthew 16:18

“… and he had two horns like a lamb…” 

―REVELATION 13:11
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P R E F A C E

Preface 

THE MAIN TEXT of the present work has been taken from pages of 
the weekly religious publication entitled "Logos" and edited by A. 
Makrakis, the great expounder of Orthodoxy and includes not only the 
most important paragraphs of the "Reply of the Great Church in Con-
stantinople to the Encyclical of Pope Leo XIII" respecting reunion of 
the churches, but also much pertinent matter bearing upon the ques-
tions involved and drawn either from the foregoing periodical or from 
the Holy Scriptures themselves. Quotations of Apostolical and of Syn-
odical Canons are from the well-known book of the Orthodox Church 
called the "Pedalion," a compilation of the canons of the seven Ecu-
menical Synods (commonly referred to as "Councils"). 

The object of this booklet is to enlighten the reader concerning 
truths which have remained hidden and unknown to the public in re-
gard to Papal Primacy and the innovations introduced by the Papal 
Church, while at the same time reminding him of the duties and obli-
gations of Orthodox Christians in support of the truth for their own 
interest and spiritual welfare.  

In addition, we have included an account of the conversion of Rt. 
Rev. George D. Quinn of the Evangelical Catholic Church, who had the 
good fortune to read the text of this work in a mimeograph edition and 
who recommended that it be published in printed book form for the 
benefit of the public at large and of the clergy in particular. 
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Papal Primacy and the 
Innovations of the 

Roman Catholic Church 

THE REPLY OF THE GREAT CHURCH IN 
CONSTANTINOPLE TO THE ENCYCLICAL 
ISSUED BY POPE LEO XIII IN 1894 CON-

SERNING UNION OF THE CHURCHES 1 

"The reply of the Great Church to the Encyclical of the Pope concern-
ing union of the Churches was published in the patriarchical Truth in 
Constantinople. Therein are expressed, on the one hand, the sorrow of 
the Great Church at the separation, and, on the other, the desire for 
union of the Eastern and Western Churches, which have been sepa-
rated for ten centuries, in the single canon of faith, without which no 
desirable union of the Churches is possible.  

The reply of the Great Church assumes as the basis of right faith the 
doctrine of the New Testament and of the seven holy Ecumenical Syn-
ods, which was common to both Churches during the first eight centu-
ries of Christianity. It is on this basis, it says, that the papacy must be 
judged and the innovations critically discussed which were adopted in 
the West before and after the separation. It points out the papal inno-
vations, and discusses each in accordance with the criterion of the doc-
trine of the Scriptures and seven Ecumenical Synods:  

1)It characterizes as the first innovation the doctrine that the Holy
Spirit proceeds also from the Son (Filioque). 

2)As the second it cites the substitution of affusion (sprinkling) for
baptism by trine immersion. 

1 The entire text of this reply was translated into English by Jarashimus 
Mesarra and published in Alexandria in 1896 under the title "Reply to the En-
cyclical of Pope Leo XIII, by the Patriarch of Constantinople.", 26 p. 
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3)It denounces as the third innovation the substitution of unleav-
ened wafers for the leavened bread thitherto in use in the sacrament 
of the Eucharist - an innovation dating from the eleventh century.  

4)As the fourth it brings up the doctrine that the precious gifts are
sanctified with the enunciation of the Lord's words, "Take, eat," etc. 
and "Drink ye of it all," etc., whereas the Eastern Church holds that the 
sanctification occurs at the prayer for the invocation of the Holy Spirit 
through the blessing of the priest.  

5)The fifth innovation to be considered is the Western Church's
exclusion of the laity from partaking of the precious blood of the Sav-
ior.  

6) As the sixth innovation it censures the doctrine concerning a
purgatory fire, that concerning superabundance of the saints' virtues 
and their distribution to those in need of them, and that concerning 
full retribution of the righteous before the common resurrection and 
judgment take place.  

7) As the seventh it points out the dogma concerning the immacu-
late conception of the Theotoke (Virgin Mary) decreed 40 years ago 
by the Synod held at the Vatican.  
8) Lastly, it discusses papal primacy, and proves by reference to the
Fathers and the Canons of the Ecumenical Synod that the Pope was
never considered the supreme authority and infallible head of the
Church, but only the first bishop in respect of rank, as first among
equals, privileges of honor having been accorded to him because he
was the bishop of the capital city of the Empire; but similar honorary
privileges were later accorded to the bishop of Constantinople also, be-
cause Constantinople had become the seat of the Eastern Rodman Em-
pire

Finally, in her reply to the Pope's Encyclical concerning union of 
the two Churches, the Great Church urges Orthodox Christians to hold 
firmly to the faith of their Fathers, and dissenters to unite with the an-
cient Church by repudiating the insinuated innovations and adopting 
the single canon of faith of the ancient Church.  

To the Papal Church's demands concerning union the Orthodox 
Church has from the beginning retorted with the single canon of faith 
embodied in the doctrine of the Holy Scriptures and the seven Ecu-
menical Synods, and has discussed Western innovations with circum-
spection. But the infallible Pope refuses to listen to reason, being 
unable to understand that he is laboring in vain and that he only makes 
himself ridiculous by laying claim to infallibility. He persists in imag-
ining himself to be the infallible head of the Church and insists that all 
persons submit to him on pain of eternal punishment.  

Our Church, however, being confident that her head is Jesus Christ 
and that she is enlightened by the Holy Spirit, remains faithful to the 
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ancient traditions and refutes the sophisms of papal arrogance with 
proofs showing the faultiness of the doctrines advocated by him who 
lays claim to infallible inspiration but is unable to understand that he is 
laboring in vain and only kicking against the goads."2  

THE HEAD AND FOUNDATION OF THE CHURCH 

The head of the Church of Christ, says Paul the Apostle of the heathen, 
is Christ:  

"... the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, ... 
when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his right hand 
in the heavenly realm, far above every principality, and au-
thority, and power, and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come; 
and put all things in subjection under his feet, and gave him to 
be head over all things to the church, which is his body, the 
complement of him who is filled all in all." (Eph. 1.23).  

And again: 

"who is the head, even Christ." (Eph. 4.16). 

And elsewhere:  

"And he is the head of the body, the church, who is the begin-
ning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things he may en-
joy preeminence." (Col. 1.18).  

And again: 

"Beware lest anyone be making spoil of you through philoso-
phy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the ele-
ments of the world, and not after Christ; for in him dwelleth 
all the complement of the Deity bodily, and in him ye are filled, 
who is the head of every principality and authority." (Col. 2.8-
10).  

Contrariwise, however, the Popes of the Romish Church distin-
guish a visible and an invisible head. Accordingly, they make them-
selves the visible head, and Christ the invisible head; and they assert 

2 NOTE - The above is quoted from the journal "Logos" of Athens, Greece, 
issue number 1129, of the year 1895. A lengthy reply to the Pope's Encyclical 
was also given by Basil the then Metropolitan Bishop of Smyrna in an encyclical 
of his numbered 1113. 
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that the Pope who happens to be in office should rule the Church of 
Christ on earth in His name. But who ever gave them such authority? 
The great dragon, as we shall see farther on.  

But the head of the Church is Christ, and none other but Christ, 
whom the Father twice recommended to the Church by the voice 
speaking out of heaven as well as out of the cloud  out of heaven, when 
Jesus was being baptized by John in the Jordan, by saying: "This is my 
beloved Son, of whom I approve." (Matt. 3.17; Mark 1.11; Luke 3.22); 
and out of the bright cloud, when Jesus was transfigured on Mount Ta-
bor in the presence of His three outstanding disciples, Peter, James, 
and John, the same voice was again heard to say: "This is my beloved 
Son, of whom I approve; hear ye him." (Matt. 17 .5). 

In other words: "O Jews and all other persons, up till now ye have 
extolled me as your God and your Lord; and rightly, too, for so I am. 
But henceforth I shall be pleased and wish to have you obey my be-
loved Son, Jesus Christ."  

It is to be noted, too, that those who obey the voice of the heavenly 
Father and submit to the Son, have also the Father; whereas those who 
deny the Son have neither the Father, as is written:  

"Whoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father ei-
ther." (1 John 2.23).  

And those who recognize another head, the Pope, instead of the Son, 
not only disregard the voice of the Father, but even oppose His wishes. 
Woe to them according to what is written:  

"It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God." 
(Heb. 10.31).  

It is further to be noted that through the incarnation of the Son of God 
the Holy Trinity - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - was made known: the 
Father, by the word of mouth spoken out of heaven and that uttered 
out of the bright cloud; the Son, by His being baptized and transfigured; 
the Holy Spirit, by His assuming the shape of a dove and of a bright 
cloud. Those, therefore, who persist in a belief in only one God (mon-
otheists) - Jews and Mohammedans, Students of the Bible or Witnesses 
of Jehovah, and all others who deny the Son and the Holy Spirit - have 
neither the Father; they remain implacable enemies of Christ and of 
Christianity unless and until they change their mind are baptized in the 
name of the Holy Trinity.  

The Foundation: 

"For other foundation can no one lay than which has been laid, 
which is Jesus Christ." (1 Cor. 3.11).  
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"And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone." 
(Eph. 2.20).  

"Behold, I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, elect, precious; and 
that believeth on him shall not be put to shame." (Is. 28.16).  

Christ, therefore, is not only the head of the Church, but also its infal-
lible foundation.  

"And I say also unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this 
rock I will build my church; and the gates of Hades shall not 
prevail against it." (Matt. 16.18).  

The Pope, not content with the title of Pontifex of Rome, waxing 
envious of the Caesars, or Emperors, of Rome who preceded him, 
boastingly asserts that while Christ is the invisible head of the Church, 
the Pope is the visible head. In thus usurping the position of head of 
the Church, he necessarily also usurps that of its declared foundation 
stone, since the Pope has built in the name of Jesus a church of his own 
and to his own liking and desire. But against him will be fulfilled that 
which is written:  

"The stone which the builders rejected is become the head of 
the corner. Whosoever shall fall upon that stone shall be bro-
ken to pieces, but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will scatter 
him as dust." (Luke 20.17).  

That very same stone will soon scatter all nations as dust, because of 
the scribes and Pharisees and the infallible Popes of Rome.  

THE TRUE REPRESENTATIVE OF CHRIST ON EARTH 

After the Ascension of Jesus Christ to be seated at the right hand of the 
Father, the primacy in His Church was taken over by the Holy Spirit, 
which St. Paul calls its Lord, saying: "Now the Lord is the Spirit." (2 
Cor. 3.17). Christ did not deliver the primacy in His Church to any of 
the Apostles, but only to the Holy Spirit which descended in the form 
of fiery tongues upon all the Apostles during Holy Pentecost, as is writ-
ten:  

"These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with 
you. But the Comforter, who is the Holy Spirit and whom the 
Father will send in my name, shall teach you all things, and 
bring all things to your remembrance whatsoever I have said 
unto you." (John 14.25-26).  
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"I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear 
them now. Howbeit, when he, the Spirit of Truth, is come, he 
will guide you into all truth: for he will not speak from himself; 
but whatsoever he shall hear, that will he speak, and he will 
declare unto you the things that are to come." (John 16.12). 

 "I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you." (John 
14.18).  

From the above-quoted words of Jesus the absolute truth and faith 
is to be gathered that the Holy Spirit has the primacy and infallibility 
in the Church and guides it into all the truth, just as he guided the holy 
Apostles at Pentecost and thereafter St. Paul and the other Apostles 
and holy Fathers and the Martyrs who were slaughtered while uphold-
ing the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

PRIMACY AND INFALLIBILITY 

The holy Apostles being gathered together at a synod and engaged in a 
discussion of the question of circumcision, Apostle Peter spoke first 
and then James, and finally they wrote to the Christians, among other 
things, the following: " 

For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon 
you no greater burden than these necessary things: ... " (Acts 
15.28),  

whence it is plain that Apostle Peter had no primacy, but that he at-
tributed the primacy to the Holy Spirit;  

"for it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us," he says, and 
not to Peter alone. "And the Spirit bade me (Peter) go with 
them, nothing doubting." (Acts 11.12).  

Where is Peter's primacy? In the Spirit. 

"As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Spirit 
said, Separate me Barnabas and Paul for the work whereunto I 
have called them." (Acts 13.2) 

"... having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the 
word in Asia, on coming to Mysia, they essayed to go to By-
thynia; but the Spirit suffered them not." (Acts 16.6-7).  

"Paul was constrained by the Spirit" (Acts 18.5). 
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"And now, behold, bound in the Spirit I go to Jerusalem ... Take 
heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, wherein 
the Holy Spirit hath made you bishops to shepherd the Church 
of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood." (Acts 
20.22 and 28).  

The primacy and dominion of the Holy Spirit over the Church, after 
the Ascension of Jesus Christ is established also by these above-cited 
passages from the Acts of the Apostles. Those, therefore, who lay claim 
to primacy and infallibility in the Church of Christ ought to be ashamed 
of themselves.  

THE ALLEGED PRIMACY AND INFALLIBILITY OF THE POPES 

In the year of our Lord 829 the Pope forged a letter from some ficti-
tious monk called Isidore, which he falsely attributed to St. Isidore. 
And by means of these fictitious Isidorian commands he was pro-
claimed supreme ruler of the Church by divine right and invested with 
the right to judge all persons without being liable to be judged himself 
by anyone else. In the name of the false principle which the Popes pro-
claimed as a divine principle, the Popes committed all sorts of illicit 
and base acts, with which the history of the Middle Ages abounds.  

"And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he 
had two horns (of authority), like a lamb, and he spoke as a 
dragon." (Rev. 13.11).  

The Holy Spirit prophesied through the Revelation of the beloved 
disciple John the Divine that after the appearance of the first beast, or 
Mohammed the Antichrist (who made his first appearance A.D. 605), 
another beast would make his appearance and would exercise two au-
thorities, and would appear outwardly like a lamb, but inwardly like a 
dragon. 

According to this express declaration of the Holy Spirit, the Pope is 
the beast corning up out of the earth, which has two horns like a lamb 
and speaks like a dragon. For outwardly the Pope does indeed appear 
to exercise authority and rule in the name of Christ and the Gospel, but 
inwardly he is inspired by the Devil himself, the dragon, and through 
him the Devil speaks and deceives those who dwell upon the earth, and 
through him he rules religiously and politically among his followers. 
The Pope, then, according to the declaration of the Holy Spirit, is the 
pseudo-Christ who with his hypocrisy succeeded in misleading the ig-
norant peoples of the West during the Middle Ages into believing that 
he was the representative of Christ on the earth and the holder of the 
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